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UJ5.  foreign  trade  in  nitrogenous  and 
phosphatic  fertilizers  during  the  month 
of  January  1976  was  substantially  lower 
than  in  the  same  month  a  year  ago. 
There  was  a  marked  decrease  in  Jan¬ 
uary  in  imports  of  both  kinds  of  fer¬ 
tilizers,  as  well  as  a  similar  decrease  in 
nitrogenous  fertilizer  exports.  Exports  of 
phosphatic  fertilizers,  on  the  other  hand, 
showed  only  a  slight  decline  from  the 
January  1975  level.  Contracts  for  future 
exports,  as  reported  to  the  Commerce 
Department’s  Office  of  Export  Adminis¬ 
tration,  continued  to  indicate  that  U.S. 
foreign  trade  in  fertilizers  will  be  at  a 
notably  lower  level  during  1976  than 
during  1975. 

Exports  of  phosphatic  fertilizers  were 
195,000  content  tons  during  January 

1976,  which  is  almost  the  same  as  the 

\ 


NOTICES 

196,000  content  tons  reported  as  exported 
during  January  1975.  Contracts  for  ex¬ 
ports  of  phosphatic  fertilizers  for  Feb¬ 
ruary  through  June  1976  total  about 
500,000  content  tons  which,  added  to 
actual  January  exports  of  nearly  200,000 
content  tons,  would  result  in  total  ex¬ 
ports  during  the  first  half  of  the  year 
of  about  700,000  content  tons.  Spot 
transactions  during  the  next  few  months 
not  included  in  the  export  contracts  re¬ 
ported  at  the  end  of  January,  could  in¬ 
crease  total  first  half  1976  exports  above 
this  figure.  However,  industry  sources  do 
not  believe  that  they  will  reach  the  900,- 
000  content  ton  level  of  actual  exports 
durrng  the  first  half  of  1975. 

Nitrogenous  fertilizer  exports  during 
January  totaled  only  120,000  content 
tons,  well  below  the  January  1975  level 
of  142,000  content  tons.  Export  contract 
data  reported  to  the  Office  of  Export  Ad¬ 
ministration  indicate  that  total  exports 
during  the  January-June  1976  period  will 
be  about  272,000  content  tons.  While  spot 
transactions  prior  to  the  end  erf  the  sec¬ 
ond  quarter  may  well  add  to  this  total, 
it  nevertheless  appears  that  actual  ex¬ 


\ 


ports  during  the  first  half  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  year  will  be  sharply  off  from  1975’s 
approximately  602.000  content  ton  level. 

Production  of  fertilizer  materials  as 
reported  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  for 
December  1975  shows  that  anhydrous 
ammonia  production  was  7.4%  higher 
than  in  December  1974,  and  that  phos¬ 
phoric  add  production  also  was  7.4% 
higher  than  in  the  preceding  December. 
Data  for  the  last  half  of  1975  indicate 
that  ammonia  production  increased  1.4% 
over  the  same  period  in  1974,  while  pro¬ 
duction  of  phosphoric  acid  was  4.2%  less 
than  in  the  last  half  of  1974. 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  reports  that 
inventories  of  fertilizer  materials  were 
substantially  higher  in  December  1975 
than  in  December  1974.  Anhydrous  am¬ 
monia  inventories,  at  1,948,000  short  tons 
were  almost  double  the  1,138,280  short 
terns  of  the  previous  year,  while  phos¬ 
phoric  acid  inventories  at  producer  loca¬ 
tions  were  242,000  tons,  compared  with 
180,000  tons  a  year  earlier. 

Tables  on  imports,  exports,  production, 
Inventories  and  domestic  and  export 
prices  follow. 
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Table  1 

U.S.  Trade  In  Nitrogen  and  Phosphate  Fertilizer  January,  1974-January,  1976 
Export  Contracts  for  February  1976-December  1976 
(In  Content  Tons) 
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Tabid  3 

Fertilizer  Imports,  January,  1974-January,  1976 
(Short  Tons) 
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Table  4 

Fertilizer  Production*  Juxy*  1973  -  December, 1975 
(1000  Ghort  Tons) 
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Table  5 

Producers  Inventories  of  Fertilizer  Materials 
(In  Short  Tons) 
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Table  6 

Producers  Prices  of  Fertilizer  Materials 
($  Far  Ton) 
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NOTICES 


\ 

Exports  and  Anticipated  Exports 
January  1976 


Unit  of  measure  and  :  Actual 

Commodity  :  July-Jan. 

Area  of  Destination  1/  :1975  -  1976 

Unfilled  Contracts 

Feb-Mar 

1976 

April -June: 
1976 

Juiy-Septs  Oct-Dec 
1976  :  1976 

In  Content  Tons 

\ 

- 

s 

Nitrogen  (N) 

• 

• 

Western  Hemisphere 

357,277 

26,285 

18,539 

1,958  ;  1,958 

Western  Europe 

158,196 

35,748 

4,157 

4,450  ;  4,450 

Asia 

179,899 

52,375 

14,583 

401  : 

Australia  and  Oceania 

1,885 

294 

- 

r  : 

-  Africa 

17,885 

- 

- 

• 

Phosphate  (P2O5) 

• 

• 

Western  Hemisphere 

555,986 

107,167 

78,378 

73,625  :  69,466 

Western  Europe 

339,150 

47,386 

24,130 

18,075  s  18,075 

Communist  Areas 

• 

in  Europe 

42,188 

36,078 

30,360 

30,360  :  30,360 

Asia 

332,120 

131,109 

44,293 

26,207  :  25,000 

Australia  and  Oceania 

4,896 

739 

— 

Africa 

36,183 

- 

- 

• 

In  Short  Tons 

• 

3 

Ammonia  £/ 

• 

• 

Western  Hemisphere 

98,361 

- 

• 

••  «• 

Western  Europe 

44,100 

21,144 

m 

• 

Asia 

744 

mm 

Australia  and  Oceania 

9 

- 

• 

mm  mm 

Africa 

713 

— 

mm 

m 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

Countries  July  1975  - 

59-75 

m 

Jan.  1976 

m 

m 

Urea 

- 

8  3 

Western  Hemisphere 

152,378 

22,434 

Western  Europe 

5,545 

•• 

"  »  "  • 

Asia  166/855 

52,391 

15,000 

mm  m 

• 

Africa  !  3,621 

— 

mm 

m  • 

Exported  to  Developing  I 

t 

J 

Countries  July  1975  •• 

Jan.  1976  * 

8 

m 

3 

Unmonium  Nitrate 

» 

• 

m 

Western  Hemisphere 

!  31,754 

11,693 

700 

m  •  m 

Asia 

1  151 

40 

•• 

mm  •  • 

Australia  and  Oceania 

8  38 

— 

•• 

—  *  • 

Africa 

8  252 

— 

•• 

m  •  mm 

Exported  to  Developing 

s 

1 

s 

Countries  July  1975  - 

8 

E 

• 

t 

Jan.  1976 

1  96.8% 

l 

s 

t  t 
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NOTICES 


18641 


Exports  and  Anticipated  Exports  (Cont. ) 


Unit  of  measure  and 

Actual  * 

Unfilled  Contracts 

Commodity 

Area  of  Destination 

as®®!** ;  *iwr:Aprii?s™e\jnTJtpt\ 

°£t-Dec 

Ammonium  Sulfate 

t 

• 

• 

3  3 

:  : 

Western  Hemisphere 

455,748  :  11,148 

:  70,973  :  - 

Western  Europe 

4,045  s  27,558 

:  -  :  - 

- 

Asia 

28,881  : 

:  : 

- 

Africa 

2,242  : 

• 

• 

*  -  : 

“ 

i  Exported  to  Developing 

•  • 

•  • 

Countries  July  1975  - 

• 

• 

:  : 

Jan.  1976 

94.7%  : 

•  • 

•  • 

.  y 

• 

• 

:  t 

Phosphoric  Acid 

: 

:  s 

62,019 

Western  Hemisphere 

139,717  3  79,711 

•s  66,296  :  66,178 

Western  Europe 

12,73 6  : 

J  M  •  mt 

— 

Asia 

38,877  s  25,000 

:  25,000  3  25,000 

25,000 

Australia  and  Oceania 

282  : 

:  -  s  - 

- 

Africa 

391  t 

:  -  :  " 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

• 

• 

:  -  s 

Countries  July  1975  *• 

* 

84.5%  : 

:  : 

Jan.  1976 

•  • 

•  • 

PhosphateRock  (000) 

: 

•  • 

:  : 

» 

Western  Hemisphere 

2,291  *  843 

s  1,121  8  979 

t  883 

Western  Europe 

2,073  :  253 

:  496  3  486 

:  434 

Communist  Areas  in 

• 

• 

•  • 

•  •• 

i 

in  Europe 

507  :  43 

8  110  3  110 

l  110 

Asia 

1,792  s  682 

:  847  :  329 

?  329 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

3 

:  : 

Countries  July  1975  - 

i  8 

:  : 

► 

Jan.  1976 

35.8%  3 

:  : 

Triple  Superphosphate 

• 

• 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

I 

Western  Hemisphere 

394,972  s  9,984 

s  7,704  :  5,500 

5,500 

Western  Europe 

172,528  3  39,758 

s  29,762  s  15,000 

15,000 

Communist  Areas 

• 

• 

:  : 

• 

in  Europe 

91,712  8  78,430 

:  66,000  :  66,000 

66,000 

Asia 

115,567  s  76,384 

•  ;  m 

** 

Africa 

-  :  — 

•  m  •  m 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

• 

:  : 

i 

Countries  July  1975  - 

• 

• 

Jan.  1976 

72.1%  : 

3  3 

Diammonium  Phosphate 

• 

• 

3  3 

:  : 

and  Other  Ammonium 

• 

• 

3  3 

Phosphate:  ' 

• 

• 

:  : 

Western  Hemisphare 

495,329  s  48,488 

:  19,101  s  11,000 

11,000 

Western  Europe 

663,218  s  60,608 

3  23,353  3  25,000 

25,000 

Asia  . 

533,489  3158,775 

:  43,161  :  2,700 

Australia  and  Oceania 

10,202  :  1,653 

3  8-1 

Africa 

76,420  *  - 

:  5  .  ; 

! 

%  Exported  to  Developing 

s 

56.0%  t 

5  *  1 

- 

Countries  Ju1y*1975* 

Jan.  1976  1 

5  *  1 
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NOTICES 


Exports  and  Anticipated  Exports  (Cont.) 


Unit  of  measure  and 
Commodity 

Area  of  Destination 


:  Actual 
5  July- Jan. 
:  1975-1976 


;  1  UntiiJ.ed  Contracts 

:  Feb-Mar:April-June:July-Sept 
:  1976  :  T976  :  1976 


Oct-Dec 

1976 


Mixed  Fertilizer 
Western  Hemisphere 
Western  Europe 
Asia 

Australia  and  Oceania 
Africa 

X.  Exported  to  Developing 
Countries  July  1975  - 
Jan.  1976 


76, CS6 

3.426 
9,312 

31 4 

9.426 


6,870 

11,582 


57.3% 


t 


1/  The  data  in  this  table  with  respect  to  MUnfilled  Contracts” 

~  is  based  on  information  obtained  from  exporters  by  the  Office 
of  Expert  Administration  subject  to  the  confidentiality  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Export  Administration  Act  of  1969,  as  amended. 

In  a  number  of  instances  only  one  exporter  is  involved  in 
exports  of  a  stated  commodity  to  a  particular  country.  There-* 
fore,  the  publication  of  the  data  by  country  of  destination  could 
effectively  reveal  information  required  to  be  held  confidential. 
Accordingly,  in  order  to  maintain  the  confidentiality  of  the 
information  supplied  by  exporters,  this  data  is  published  by  the 
area  of  destination. 


y  Includes  fertilizer  and  other  grades  of  anhydrous  ammonia. 

2/  Includes  fertilizer  and  other  grades  of  phosphoric  acid  (100%  APA) 


Sources:  Bureau  of  the  Census,  U.S. 

Actual  Exports:  Department  of  Commerce. 

Unfilled  Contracts*:  Office  of  Export  Administration,  U.S. 

Department  of  Commerce. 

Donald  E.  Johnson, 

Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for 
Domestic  and  International 
Business. 
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